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Overview
The Winter Resilience Fund has been established in response to the growing need for enhanced community support during the colder months. Recognising the increased pressures faced by individuals and families during the colder months, this fund aims to help local groups deliver practical, targeted support to those most affected.

Due to high demand, the fund is limited and is likely to contribute only a portion of total project costs. However, it is designed to empower community organisations to take action—whether through warm spaces, food provision, wellbeing activities, or other initiatives that support and strengthen local resilience.

Funding is only available for activities and expenses incurred between October 2026 and March 2027, ensuring timely and relevant support during the most challenging period of the year.
Fund priorities 
Projects must support people who are particularly vulnerable during the winter months and respond to needs that arise or become more acute at this time. This may include older people, people with long-term health conditions, people experiencing mental health difficulties, people affected by homelessness, and others who may be particularly vulnerable during winter.
Priority will be given to:
· projects supporting older people;
· work that responds to needs identified by local people
· organisations with an annual income of less than £500,000 are eligible to apply. Within this, priority will be given to organisations with an annual turnover of less than £250,000
Examples of projects and activities 
This is not an exhaustive list. Projects should respond to needs that arise or become more acute during the winter months and support people who are particularly vulnerable at this time.
· Distributing warm packs (e.g. blankets, hot water bottles, thermal clothing) and energy-efficient cooking appliances, where these form part of a wider response to winter hardship and help vulnerable households reduce their energy use.
· Providing or extending warm community spaces, including contributions towards additional heating and venue costs.
· Providing community meals, hot food or other food support.
· Emergency food parcels, pantry support or community fridge provision in response to increased winter need.
· Emergency support with energy costs, such as fuel vouchers for people struggling to heat their homes, including those using pre-payment meters or heating oil.
· Home visits, welfare checks or outreach to vulnerable or isolated residents.
· Covering additional volunteer expenses, such as travel costs associated with winter food distribution, outreach or home visits.
· Aactivities alongside warm spaces to reduce loneliness and isolation, such as breakfast clubs, coffee mornings or social activities.
· Transport to community hubs, warm spaces or other winter support for people who would otherwise struggle to access them.
Who can apply?
You can apply if you are a not for profit organisation based in and serving the people of York, Hull, North Yorkshire or East Yorkshire and your annual turnover is under £500,000.
How much you can apply for
You can apply for up to £2,500 for winter resilience activity. Projects / activity and all associated spend must be completed by 31st March 2027. 

You can apply for Winter Resilience project costs incurred between 1st October 2026 and 31st March 2027.

The level of support available reflects the funds currently available. As demand is expected to be high, we may not be able to award the full amount requested. The maximum grant available may change as funding is allocated, and the fund will close once all available funding has been committed.

We can support a Full Cost Recovery contribution towards core overhead costs (rent/ heating/ lighting etc) as part of your application. We do not accept applications for overheads alone and budgets must not include any costs associated with commission-based payments for fundraising. 

Grants can fund 100% of the activity costs or can be part of a combination of funding to meet the full amount needed, however it is unlikely that priority will be given to projects where the grant award would represent less than 20% of the total project cost. If you are applying for a percentage of the total costs, please tell us what other funding has been secured or how you will secure the remaining funds.
Organisational / Group Eligibility
Please read our How To Apply page on our website for essential information on:
· Organisational / Group Eligibility
· Who and what cannot be funded?
· How to apply
· Assessment and Award
· Reporting and Evaluation
· Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
How to apply
There is no application deadline. However, funding must be completely spent by 31st March 2027. 

Applications will only be processed when all correct supporting documentation has been received. If you do not have all these documents, please do get in touch on 01904 929500 prior to submitting your application. 

NOTE – if successful, you must submit your bank statement within 4 weeks of your ‘grant awarded’ notification otherwise your application will be withdrawn. Please make sure you have access to a statement when you apply. 
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